
Hayfield Secondary PTSA Meeting 
Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, October 11, 2018 
 

President Heidi Frego called the meeting to order at 6:32 PM in the HSS Library.  This was the 
second meeting of the School Year and the primary purpose of the meeting was to review the 
efforts of the Bylaws Committee and to hear from the HSS Security Staff.  The Agenda is 
included as Attachment # 1 to the Minutes.  21 members (four students, three faculty, and 14 
parents) were present.  The sign-in sheets are included as Attachment # 2 to the Minutes, but 
will not be uploaded to the PTSA Website due to privacy concerns. 

Student Government Association (SGA) Report.  Two members of the SGA (Amelie and James 
(last names withheld)) made the report from the association on upcoming Homecoming events. 

• The powderpuff football series is in progress.  The Freshmen beat the Juniors and the 
Sophomores beat the Seniors on Tuesday (9 October).  The championship game was 
rain-delayed and will be played on Monday (15 October). 

• The movie Meet the Robinsons is being shown as a Screen on the Green event (but in 
the auditorium because of weather) at the same time as the PTSA meeting.   

• The Homecoming Parade is open to all HSS approved club activities (MS clubs will need 
to have sponsor supervision) and will take place on Friday (12 October) at 4:30 pm in the 
Hayfield Farms neighborhood.   

• The Homecoming Game will be on Friday at 7:00 pm vs. TC Williams HS. 
• The Homecoming Week theme will be “Dancing through the Decades” with dress up 

days each day (Tuesday ‘70s, Wednesday ‘80s, Thursday ‘90s and Friday Blackout Day).   
• The Homecoming Dance theme will be “Dancing through the Decades” and will take 

place on Saturday (13 October).  PTSA will again be running the coat check.  800 tickets 
have been sold so far. 

• On Friday, there will also be a Hawktoberfest event to commemorate the 50th 
anniversary of HSS.  It will occur at 5:00 pm before the game and include carnival games, 
food trucks and spirit wear for sale.   

• Mr. Grimm noted that the SGA organized and conducted the Homecoming pep rally and 
that the association did a great job.  The King of Court is announced at the pep rally and 
the Queen during halftime at the game.  The SGA representatives noted that the 
association is working on gender-neutral terms for next year’s Court. 

 

 

 



Principal’s Report.  Principal Martin Grimm made the following report. 

• He explained, in response to a recent news story, that a python from the HSS biology 
classrooms had indeed escaped from its cage for a time.  No students were present at 
the time and the reptile was successfully recaptured. 

• Mr. Grimm introduced two members of the HSS Security Staff.  There is a School 
Security Specialist who supervises the team, two Security Assistants and two School 
Resource Officers (SRO), who are specially detailed members of the Fairfax County 
Police Department.  Each of the four assistants is assigned one main hallway in the 26-
acre complex that houses 3400 faculty, staff and students. 

• Mr. Mike Holland is the School Security Specialist.  He explained his background and 
duties.  The Security Staff strives to use a community policing model where the students 
are comfortable talking with them.  New initiatives this year include:  (1) a barrier desk 
in the front entryway; (2) mirror bubbles that extend officer’s line of sight down 
hallways and around corners; and (3) sending three of the five person staff to Virginia 
SRO training.  One problem this year is the increased volume at the back entrance kiss 
and ride lanes which culminated in a student on a bicycle crossing Old Telegraph being 
hit by a car this week.   

• Officer Jessica Trainer is one of the two SROs.  She explained her background and duties 
and how they use human intelligence from cooperating students to defuse potential 
situations and how the staff interacts with students who already have a disciplinary 
record or who are on probation.  The HSS SOSA, Ms. Casey Quigley, handles pre-referral 
students.  Social media often gives indicators of potential disputes between students.  
Her primary goal is prevention of violence. 

• Mr. Grimm and the two security experts responded to a Q&A session with parents 
including:  (1) the increased kiss and ride volume is likely due to higher enrollment; (2) 
lessons learned after the Parkland, Florida, shooting including coverage of afterhours 
events such as sports competitions, plays and concerts, as well as the effectiveness of 
Active Shooter drills; and (3) the dual role of security staff also as educators. 

• Mr. Grimm discussed the use of SOAR blocks for character education.  Although SOAR 
teachers are not homeroom teachers in the traditional sense, they do develop a 
mentoring role with students. 

• There was extensive discussion over pedestrian safety in the various approaches to HSS 
and the neighborhoods surrounding the school. 

Administrative Items 

Recording Secretary Robert Williams reported that the Minutes from the September meeting 
had been reviewed by the Executive Board and all requested changes made.  The Membership 
reviewed the draft Minutes (included as Attachment # 2 to these Minutes).  Julie Shepard 
made a Motion to approve the Minutes; Beth Mekonnen seconded the Motion.  The Minutes 
were approved by a vote of 16-0. 



President’s Report.  Heidi made the following report to the Membership: 

• Heidi discussed the efforts of the Bylaws Committee (which consisted of Chair Purvis 
Dawson, Heidi, and members Maryanne MacVicar, Robert Williams and Julie Shepard) 
which had reviewed and modified the Virginia PTSA template Bylaws.  The Committee’s 
recommended Bylaws are included as Attachment # 3 to these Minutes.  They are 
posted on the PTSA website for the 30-day review window and will be approved at the 
November meeting. 

• Heidi attended a meeting with Ms. Tamara Kaufax of the FCPS School Board.  There was 
a presentation by Dr. Francisco Durand, the new FCPS Chief Equity Officer.  “One 
Fairfax” strives to achieve racial and social equity in the school system.  On November 
20, 2018, the FCPS School Board will vote to formally adopt this policy.  Implementation 
will be in three modules:  (1) Faculty/Staff professional education; (2) Student education 
on cultural awareness, empathy and the difference between fairness and equity; and (3) 
Community Integration.  Mr. Grimm noted that HSS is two years ahead of the “One 
Fairfax” timeline.  HSS already has a school two-year theme on empathy. 

Treasurer’s Report 

Rosalynd Keys presented her financial reports for September.   

 The PTSA cash balance on August 31, 2018 was $14,985.27.   There were no 
expenses this month.  Income included membership dues and donations, and a 
Combined Federal Campaign (CFC) distribution.  The September 30, 2018 balance 
was $16,069.10.  The PTSA September Financial Report is included as Attachment   
# 4 to these Minutes. 

 Rosalynd noted that the All Night Grad Party (ANGP) Budget was approved at the 
September meeting.  The ANGP Committee’s August 31, 2018 cash balance was 
$4152.79.  Expenses included candy purchases and a venue payment.  There was 
income from various fundraisers that will be discussed in the ANGP Committee’s 
report.  Their September 30, 2018 balance was $7,340.47.  Key documents will not 
be introduced into the Minutes until the Committee’s report. 

Officer/Committee Chair Reports 

1st Vice President (High School) – Maryanne was absent from the meeting. 

2nd Vice President (Middle School) – Gwen King made the following report: 

• A PTSA Restaurant Night will be held by Moe’s Southwest Restaurant in the Hilltop 
Shopping Center on October 24, 2018 from 5:00 pm to 8:00 pm. 

• Monthly checking account reconciliations have been completed for the PTSA account 
for the months of July, August and September.  Reconciliations for the ANGP account 
have been completed for July and August. 



Corresponding Secretary – Karen Harrell was not present.   

Recording Secretary – Robert Williams had nothing further to report.  

Hospitality – Heidi reported for the Committee Chair, Julie Do, on the Committee’s activities: 

o A reception will be hosted for the National Honor Society on December 4, 2018. 
o A reception will be hosted for the Junior National Honor Society on December 7, 

2018. 
o The committee hosted an AP scholar reception which recognizes 2018 graduates 

for achievement on AP examinations. 

Membership – The Committee Co-Chairs, Betlehem Mekonnen and Dallas Moore, reported 
that our current roles are 253 parents, 188 students and 88 faculty for a total Membership of 
529 members.  This is compared to 623 members by the end of the school year last year.  To 
date, we had received $2,457.26 in donations and $6,730.00 in dues for a total Membership 
collection of $9,187.26.  Their Membership report is included as Attachment # 5 to these 
Minutes. 

Reflections – Heidi made the following report on behalf of Committee Chair Dottie Andrews: 

• The deadline for competition submissions will be November 2, 2018. 
• Eight student submissions have been received to date. 

Legislative Liaison/Military Families Connect – Julie Shepard made the following report: 

• A football game tailgater was held to welcome military families to HSS. 
• She reported on the outcome of several legislative initiatives in the works including 

those addressing student mental health, school safety and security, technology careers, 
and recruiting and retaining quality teachers. 

• The next Fairfax County PTA meeting will screen the movie Screenagers which details 
the challenges of the digital age. 

• The Virginia PTA will be holding a Family Engagement Conference on October 20, 2018. 
• In response to a Q&A from the Membership, the idea was discussed of having a 

Veterans’ salute at a football game, perhaps in conjunction with Veterans Day. 

ANGP – The Committee Co-Chairs, Andrea and Elke McLaren, made the following report: 

• Andrea resubmitted a corrected Budget for the Committee; it is included as 
Attachment # 6 to these Minutes.  The ANGP financial status report for September is 
included as Attachment # 7. 

• The Chairs attended the Senior Meeting and advertised ANGP. 
• Current fundraisers include the ChikfilA sandwich sales, blanket sales, candy sales, a 

dog costume contest as part of the Homecoming Parade, online rebate programs 



through Schwan’s frozen meals/food truck delivery sales and www.shutterfly.com, and 
yard flockings. 

Volunteer – The Committee Chair Nohelia Lewis reported that the Sign Up Genius for 
Hawktoberfest is in place and 22 of 40 volunteer spots have been filled.  The PTSA Coat and 
Purse Check at the Homecoming Dance is fully subscribed with volunteers. 

Boosters 

o Athletics – No Report 
o Band –  No Report 
o Choral – No Report 
o Drama – Andrea reported for Booster Club liaison, Karen Patrick, that tickets for the 

Drama Department’s first production (An American Idiot) go on sale on October 12, 
2018.  Production dates will be November 1-3 and November 8-10, 2018. 

o Orchestra – Andrea reported that the Orchestra’s workshop with professional rock 
violinist, Adam DeGraff, went very well.  Both the HS and MS orchestras have upcoming 
concerts.  They will be holding a bake sale fundraiser on Election Day. 

Fundraising – Vacant 

CFC – The Committee Chair Paul Otto reported that signs will be going up soon advertising the 
Combined Federal Campaign and PTSA’s CFC number (22340). 

eScript & Box Tops for Education – Heidi reported for Alisa Biache that the deadline for the first 
turn-in of the year will be October 26, 2018. 

Unfinished Business:  Heidi reported that PTSA still needs a Fundraising Committee Chair and a 
Liaison Officer to the Special Education PTSA. 

New Business:   Heidi led a discussion of several new items of business: 

• Beth reported that Ethiopian/Eritrean Cultural Music/Dance event will be held on April 
6, 2019. 

• On November 12, 2018, HSS will be hosting a viewing of Screenagers in the Auditorium 
for the feeder ES. 

• The Virginia PTSA Family Engagement Conference will be October 20, 2018. 
• Purvis Dawson, Immediate Past President, reported that he is still working on arranging 

a Barnes and Noble Booksellers fundraiser. 

  Announcements 

 Next Meeting: The November 2018 meeting will be held on November 8, 2018, at 6:30 
pm in the HSS Library.   

 Upcoming dates are listed on Attachment # 1. 

http://www.shutterfly.com/


Adjournment: 

Heidi solicited inputs for any additional announcements or new business.  None were 
forthcoming.  She suggested a Motion to Adjourn.  Gwen made the Motion to Adjourn; Julie 
Shepard seconded the Motion.  The Membership in Attendance approved the Motion by a 
Vote of 14 – 0.  The Meeting adjourned at 8:13 pm. 

Action Items:  None at this time. 

The Meeting Minutes for the October 11, 2018 Hayfield PTSA Meeting have been submitted by 
the Recording Secretary – Robert A. Williams  

The Minutes are recorded as a Final Draft Submission until the Membership Votes to Accept the 
Minutes.   

 Completed on October 13, 2018 and respectfully submitted to the Executive Committee. 
 Reviewed by the Executive Board on November 7, 2018 and tabled for the November 8, 

2018 PTSA meeting for consideration and approval. 
 Minutes Finalized, Reviewed and Accepted by the PTSA:  November 8, 2018 
 Minutes Forwarded to Web-Master on: February 1, 2019 
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